Six Things You Need to Know About Australia
The lecture will introduce some of the key themes in Australian history, society and culture. All are important to form an understanding of Australia's past, present and future. The indigenous people of Australia sometimes called Aboriginal Australians or the first people or by local names like Koories or Murrays have lived in Australia for up to 60,000 years. They form the longest continuous civilization on earth and have a rich tradition of story telling, dance, music and art. Second: Australia is the driest continent on earth with over half the continent defined as desert. Lack of water has determined the pattern of settlement for both Aboriginal Australians and European settlers. Third: Australia is one of the most urbanized societies in the world. All of the major cities developed as ports. The population of Australia is concentrated in the South East corner of the continent. Four: over the last forty years Australia has become a multicultural society with large immigrant communities from Europe, the Middle East and Asia. Five: unlike the US Australia is a secular society. It is possible for an Australian with no religious beliefs to hold high office and become Prime Minister. This not true for US Presidents. Six: China is now Australia's largest trading partner. There are now more Chinese tourists visiting Australia than any other group and Chinese students form the largest group of international students studying in Australia. Australia's future is closely tied to developments in China.

